
Post as well as all funding for our 
NYS Champion American Legion  
Baseball Team.  If you have a 
couple of hours to lend a hand, 
please call Dan Yates, Bingo 

Chair, at 378ð7956. 
 
Yours in safety, 
 

COMMANDER BOB 

Commander Bob Here: 
     I hope Iôm finding everyone in 
good health.  Up coming events 
are on the monthly calendar within 
this newsletter.  Next up is the 

Installation of Officers Dinner 
scheduled for June 5th, 2010.  
Tickets will be on sale in the 
Lounge by May 10th.  Stop in or 
call for details.  Reminder Officers 
from all sanctions of the Legionð
Post, Auxiliary, SONS and Rid-
ersðwill be sworn into office that 

evening.  With that said, there will 
be some changes made for this 
event this year.  The music which 
no one has been staying to enjoy 
has been deleted from the pro-
gram.  In its place will be a show 
re-creating a WWII radio broad-
cast.  It is called ñUntil itôs over, 

over there: the road to victory.ò  
Iôm told that all vets will espe-
cially enjoy this.  It has been done 
all around the capitol region, in 
metro New York and in and 
around Boston.  Weôre hoping for 
a good turnout at the Installation 
Dinner.  Please plan to attend.   

     The next Post meeting will be 
May 11th at 7:30pm.  We hope to 
have a large turnout as the election 
of officers for the coming year will 
take place that evening.  The 

newly elected officers (except for 
the Board of Directors) will take 
office after being sworn in on June 
5th.  The new Board officers take 
over their duties immediately fol-
lowing the election.   
 
     There are many committees that 

need a chair and of course, activ-
ity.  Some of these positions while 
demanding little effort would be of 
great value to the Post.  We need 
volunteers!  Why not make a com-
mitment now to get involved; your 
help would be so much appreci-
ated.  Give me a call. 
 

     Once again, I have to request 
additional assistance at our Mon-
day night Bingoôs.  Last year ap-
proximately $40,000 was realized 
from Bingo.  These proceeds were 
used to pay some of the bills of the 

Commander Bob Doherty 

From the Commanderé. 

Installation Dinner set for June 5th 

     The Annual Installation Ban-

quet for Melvin Roads Post 1231 

is set for Saturday evening, June 

5th, 2010.  All newly elected offi-

cers for the Post, Board of Direc-

tors, Auxiliary, Riders and SONS 

will be installed during the for-

malities of the evening.  Service 

Awards will be presented to those 

who have had continuous service 

to the Legion for 25, 40, 60 and 65 

years. 

     Our Banquet Staff under the 

direction of Ginny Brockley and 

Chef Ed Ryan will offer a full 

turkey dinner served family style. 

     Festivities begin at 5:00pm with 

dinner served at 6:00pm.  Tickets 

may be purchased at the Lounge 

after May 10th.  Cost is $18.00.  

Life members and Past Command-

ers are entitled to one free ticket 

for themselves.  All members are 

encouraged to attend this very 

special evening.   

American Legion Post 1231 

May/June/July 2010 Volume 10, Issue 3   

Post Newsletter 

Upcoming Events... 

¶ SONS Spaghetti 

Dinner, May 16th 

¶ Memorial Day Pa-

rade, May 29th 

¶ Installation Dinner, 

June 5th 

¶ D Day Service, June 

6th at 12Noon 

¶ Bloodmobile at our 

Post, July 9th 

¶ 92nd Department 

of New York Annual 

Convention, Syra-

cuse July 15th-17th 
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      The Ladies Auxiliary 

reports that the spaghetti din-

ner held this past March to 

sponsor the Questar program, 

ñTrip of a Lifetimeò was a 

great success.  It was the 

third time that the Ladies had 

the honor to be involved.  

$985 was raised over the 

course of the evening.  The 

teachers, parents and children 

had a great time.  The Auxil-

iary has extended thanks as 

well to the Post, SONS and 

Riders for making this fund 

raiser happen.   

     In other Auxiliary news, 

Vicki Wiley has announced 

that after three years as Presi-

dent, she will not be running 

for a fourth term.  Vicki 

stated, ñI would like to thank 

my officers for their tireless 

support.  I would also like to 

thank the members of the 

Post, SONS, Legion Riders 

and the Board of Directors 

for making my three years 

easier.ò  She continued, ñAll 

the fund raisers, conventions 

and troop fund raising events 

have been an honor to be 

involved in.  My experience 

at the Legion College was 

priceless.  Although we had a 

shaky year, it has been a 

wonderful experience.  Vicki 

concluded her remarks with 

the salutation, ñFor God and 

Country.ò   

bringing back these Friday 

evening get-togethers when 

the fall season begins. 

     The riding season of 

course parallels the good 

weather which has finally 

come!  There are several fund 

raisers planned in order to 

provide monies to support 

local veterans and their fami-

lies.   Last year the Riders 

were able to support many 

     The Melvin Roads Legion 

Riders had three clam nights 

on Fridays in the Lounge 

during April. Steamed Clams 

and Shooters were available 

and brought in a crowd.  It 

was a very successful event 

even if it was short-lived.  

The proceeds will go a long 

way in promoting the charita-

ble works of the Riders.  

They have the intention of 

worthy veterans causes and 

their intentions will be the 

same for the coming year.   

     Any member that owns a 

motorcycle and would like to 

be involved in our Legion 

Riders is invited to come and 

join in.  The Riders meet 

throughout the summer as 

well as the academic year 

every third Tuesday at 

7:30pm.  

Auxiliary Newsé. 

News from the Ridersé. 
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Mike Birdsall and  

Jack McCullough  

at the Cabin Fever Pig Roast 

This year the American Legion 

celebrated its 91st anniversary.  

Melvin Roads Post itself cele-

brated its 70th anniversary on 

March 20th (1940) 

Service Officer Dan Yates 

has been reviewing our 

members files to see who 

might qualify for VA 

assistance.  Many do not 

have a DD214 on file.  If 

Dan has been in touch with 

you, please respond so we 

might be able to offer you 

future assistance.  

     I have been sending out a 

lot of letters this month and I 

want to thank those who have 

provided their DD 214ôs to 

the post.  This is a great help 
as we process who has bene-

fits eligibility.  I will be send-

ing out follow-up letters with 

information about benefits 

for periods of service. I spoke 

to a friend whoôs a Vietnam 

Vet who stated quite plainly, 

ñI donôt deserve anything.ò 

This is a common feeling 

with vets but understand 

these benefits were earned 

by you for your service to 

our country and should be 
taken advantage of.  In this 

time of high property taxes, 

a minimum of 15% off your 

taxes would be a great help, 

Iôm sure, education benefits 

for Vietnam Vets up to Iraqi 

Freedom Vets and disability 

for hearing  

loss and/or other conditions 

aggravated by service are 

just a few examples of bene-

fits you have earned and 

should look into.  Please feel 
free to contact me at 626-

5680 and we will set you up 

with an appointment to fig-

ure out what benefits you 

are entitled to.  Melvin 

Roads is striving to be a 

leader in the capital region 

for vets helping vets. 

Service Officer Dan Yates Reports... 



      Coming off a State Champi-

onship season, the Melvin Roads 

Post 1231 American Legion 

Baseball Team is gearing up for 

another competitive run at the 

title.  Under the direction of new 

field manager, Mark Peluso, 18 

men ages 19 or younger will take 

to the diamond for a 35 game 

schedule this summer.  The play-

ers come from Columbia High, 

Troy High, Maple Hill, HVCC 

and St. Rose.  Mark will be as-

sisted by Coaches Curtis Nobles 

and Joe Fazioli along with gen-

eral manager Joe Peluso.   

     The season begins June 10th 

at the Legion Field located off 

McCarty Avenue in Albany (at 

the end of 787).  Their opponent 

will be the team sponsored by 

Zaloga Post, Albany.  Other 

home games are scheduled for 

June 15th, June 16th and June 

24th with the first pitch at 

6:00pm.  There are 15 league 

games on the schedule plus sev-

eral tournaments including the 

Newburgh Tournament, the 

[prestigious] Utica Blue and 

Gold Tourney and the Bingham-

ton Tournament.  Melvin Roads 

won the later two tourneys in 

2009 and have been invited 

back as the defending tourney 

champs.  Melvin Roads is one 

of nine teams in District #3 

but is the only American Le-

gion Baseball team in Rensse-

laer County.   

     The Monday Night Bingo 

held at Melvin Roads is the 

prime supporter of the team 

picking up the costs of equip-

ment, uniforms, travel lodging 

and related costs. 

     A schedule of the games will 

be posted in the Lounge with the 

hope that many will attend. 

Getz, George Lovely III, Patricia 

Bordeau, Adam Kraus, Shawn 

Hennessy, Alicia Howard, Jason 

Overocker, Chris Whalen, Scott 

J. Collins, Glenn Robinson, Dan-

ielle Richardson, Dawn Denton, 

John Rossello, Caroline Cleve-

land, Jason Sanabria and Mark 

Mann. 

     We offer them our prayers for 

a safe return home. 

    In each bi-monthly newsletter 

we are proud to publish the 

names of those who are currently 

serving in the military of the 

United States.  If you know of 

anyone else or if you know what 

follows is incorrect, please let us 

know by emailing a note to 

melvinroads@nycap.rr.com: 

Robert Brockley, Vincent Catal-

famo, George Corbari, Joshua 

May they rest in Peace 
 

Charles L. Biehler 

          February 6, 2010 

 

Edward R. LaPlante 

 March 23, 2010 

Melvin Roads Baseball Team 2010 

Those who serveé.and served 

News from the SONS... 
of the Sons.  

     The next Rensselaer County 

Meeting for the SONS will be 

held on May 4th, 2010 at the 

Gerald OôNeil Post, Rensselaer.  

This gathering is scheduled for 

7:00pm. 

     The next meeting of the Third 

District SONS is scheduled for 

June 5th, 2010 at the Greenville 

Post 291, Greenville, New York.  

The program begins at 10:00am. 

     Kevin DeRusso, Squadron 

Commander recently offered 

some historical facts regarding 

the Melvin Roads SONS.  There 

was a Squadron in the 1960ôs but 

the charter lapsed.  The Squad-

ron was re-chartered in 1977 and 

remains very active to this day 

with 102 members.  

     The Sons of the American 

Legion of Melvin Roads Post 

1231 is holding a spaghetti din-

ner on Sunday, May 16th from 

4PM to 7PM.  Dinner is ñall you 

can eat:ò salad, pasta, sauce, 

rolls, coffee and dessert.  All are 

included in the price of $7.00 for 

Adults, children under 12, $4.00. 

     This event is a fundraiser to 

support the volunteer activities 
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Baseball New York State Champions 

2007 and 2009  

POW/MIA 

*********  

You are not  

forgotten 

The Yankee Doodle 

Band will be marching 

in the Memorial Day 

parades in East 

Greenbush, May 29th, 

Rensselaer, May 30th 

and Albany May 31st. 
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¶ On July 9th, at Melvin Roads Post, a 

Blood Mobile Drive will be held 

at our facility.  The hours of do-

nating will be held between 

1:00pm to 6:00pm.  Watch for 

further details in the Post 

Lounge. 

¶ Our Melvin Roads web site is a 

ñsiteò to see.  Kevin Harrington 

has done a great job keeping the 

site up to date and informative.  

Pictures of recent events, calen-

dars of events and information on 

the Post, Auxiliary, Riders and 

SONS activities can be found 

there.  Check it out at 

www.melvinroads1231.org. 

 

¶ This yearôs Memorial Day Parade for 

the Town of East Greenbush is set for 

Saturday, May 29th, 2010.  The Parade 

will step off at 10:00am at Strikes and 

Spares and follow the route up Columbia 

Turnpike to the Veterans of Foreign 

Wars on Hayes Road.   Join us! 

¶ A recent report of District #3, Rensselaer 

County Post membership shows that 

Melvin Roads has reached 93% of its 

goal for dues paying members.  If you 

have not paid your 2009-2010 dues, you 

are urged to do so as soon as possible. 

¶ The Rensselaer County Committee has 

scheduled this yearôs County Picnic for 

Sunday June 27th.  It will be held at the 

Snyderôs Lake Pavilion.   

News Notesé. 

Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines 

Coast Guard, Merchant Marines 

Melvin Roads Post 1231 

200 Columbia Turnpike 

Clinton Heights 

Rensselaer, New York 12144-4001 

Look! Weõre on the web! 

www.melvinroads1231.0rg 


