
 
     We are always looking for vari-
ous types of help with many of our 
programs.  If you have any con-
cerns, please feel free to contact 

me and I will help you if I can.  I 
hope to see you at the next meet-
ing! 
 

      òCOMMANDER BOBó 

Dear Legionnaires: 

H appy Holidays to all.  Com-
mander Bob here.  Hope all 

is well with everyone. On with the 
news.  A good time was had by all 
members who attended the mem-

bers Christmas Party.  Good food, 
good drink, good music and most 
of all good comradeship.  98 per-
sons were in attendance.  I for one 
wish it had been more and hope in 
the future it will be more.    
 
     Second notice is that we are 
still in need of Bingo workers 

every Monday night.  Your help is 
needed beginning at 6:00pm until 
8:30/9:00pm.   Some of you non 
smokers can now come and join  
the workers who have been a main
-stay at Bingo every Monday 
night.  
 

     Third Notice is, we could only 
pay bills at the last Post meeting  
because we did not have a quorum.  

It is a shame that with 480 dues 
paying members we cannot get 
enough people to attend the 
monthly meetings.  Letôs make a 
concerted effort to attend our up-

coming Post meetings.  They are 
held the second Tuesday of every 
month, beginning at 7:30pm.  The 
meeting takes about an hour and 
then all are invited to the Lounge 
for food and drink. 
 
     We are always happy to report 

that there is much activity at the 
Post these days.  We now have a 
Thursday night dart league and we 
have a pool team in the APA 
League which plays at the Post 
every other Thursday night.  Every 
Friday night is especially fun-filled 
with Karaoke.  Besides the DJ on 

Friday night, once or twice a 
month we have a DJ on Saturday 
evenings as well [check the at-
tached calendar].  So stop by, 
come on down and take in the 
enjoyment and get involved.   

Commander Bob Doherty 

From the Commander 

Cabin Fever Party, February 27th... 

     Getting itchy over these frigid 

and snowy days?  Looking for 

some way to celebrate in the midst 

of this winter weather?  Well then, 

join in the fun at the annual 

Cabin Fever Party!  The date is 

Saturday, February 27th 

running from 1PM to 7pm 

here at our Melvin Roads 

Post location.  Foods galore will 

be available: clams, soups, sau-

sages, salads and what everyone 

looks forward to each year, the pig 

roast with all the fixinôs beginning 

at 5:00pm.  Beer and soda is in-

cluded with the price 

     This yearôs theme is ñSouth of 

the Borderò with prizes for the 

best decorated table, the best 

dressed female and best dressed 

male. There will be door prizes, 

and an award for the best home-

made hot sauce.  The best of the 

best will get the prize.  For enter-

tainment, music from 1:00pm to 

5:00pm will be provided by Party 

with Marty, a favorite DJ here at 

the Post.  Ticket prices yet to be 

determined at publication time.  

Tickets will be available at the 

Lounge on January 11th, 2010. 

American Legion Post 1231 
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Upcoming Events 

and Special Dates 

of Interest: 

¶ New York State Depart-

ment Officers Annual 

Visitation to Rensselaer 

County, January 21, 

2010 at Melvin Roads 

¶ Mid Winter Conference, 

Jan 22-24, 2010, Des-

mond, Albany 

¶ Martin Luther King 

Holiday, January 18th, 

2010  

¶  Presidentsõ Day Ob-

served, February 15th, 

2010  

¶ Cabin Fever Party at 

Melvin Roads Post           

February 27th, 2010  
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     Melvin Roads Post 1231 has 

been proud to be the sponsor for 

Scout Troop 190 since its incep-

tion in 1990.  It was at that time 

that Steve Shannon began the 

troop with just 5 boys, eleven 

years of age.  Over the years it 

has grown to be a highly re-

garded troop; since 1995 seven-

teen Eagle Scouts have come 

forward from the ranks.  The 

latest is Jack Moulton  whose 

Eagle Scout Ceremony will be 

held on January 3rd, 2010.   

     Jack, the son of Carol and 

Brian Moulton, took as his Eagle 

project the task of building an 

outdoor chapel at the Methodist 

Church at Gilligan and Hayes 

Roads, East Greenbush.  Under 

Jackôs leadership 380 man hours 

were put into bringing this pro-

ject to reality.  He was assisted 

by other scouts, members of the 

community and of course of the 

Church congregation.   

     Troop 190 presently has 12 

scouts numbered among its 

membership.  Scoutmaster Steve 

Shannon is assisted by Matt 

Mullen and Jared Purtell.   

     Steve is proud of the fact that 

there are three potential candi-

dates for the prestigious Eagle 

Scout Award among the troops 

members today. 

the trimmings! 

     Further, the December fund-

raiser was a success once again.   

Our ham raffle has made it pos-

sible to assist several other mili-

tary families during the difficult 

days when a loved one is on 

active duty.  Those who sup-

ported the effort by their contri-

butions are gratefully acknowl-

edged. 

     Besides the preparations al-

ready underway to make the 

upcoming Cabin Fever Party on 

February 27th the success that it 

always is, the Melvin Roads Post 

Auxiliary has been busy with 

several other activities. 

     This November the Auxiliary 

adopted three families for 

Thanksgiving and enabled them 

to have a family dinner with all 

     The Auxiliary meets the first 

Tuesday of the month at 7:00pm 

in our newly renovated room 

downstairs at the Post.  We 

thank the Board of Directors for 

dressing up our ñdigsò and con-

tinuing to allow us to use this 

space for our gatherings.  So 

make it a point to join us on our 

meeting nights and make a con-

tribution by your presence. 

Another Eagle Scout for Troop 190 

Auxiliary News... 

Dan Yates presented with The Greenbush Award  

Dan, Adjutant Ed Pratt noted his 

extensive resume.   

     Dan graduated from Columbia 

High School and went on to serve 

our country during Operation De-

sert Storm where he served eight 

months as a medic.  Dan later re-

turned to combat as a member of 

the Iraqi Freedom forces. 

     Dan is presently a lieutenant 

with the Community Hose Volun-

teer Fire Company and is in his 

second term as Vice Commander 

of our Melvin Roads Post, of 

which he has been a member for 

19 years.  He also serves the 

unenviable position of Bingo 

Chair!  Dan is employed as a 

Veterans Service officer on be-

half of the New York State Of-

fice of Veterans Affairs, a posi-

tion he has held for the past three 

years.  Congratulations to Dan! 

     Along with several other 

honored guests, Service Officer 

Dan Yates was presented The 

Greenbush Award on behalf of 

the Melvin Roads American 

Legion.  This tribute is made by 

the sponsoring organization in 

recognition of the contribution 

each individual has made to 

make East Greenbush a better 

community. 

     In making the presentation to 
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Troop 190 Scouts in  

Memorial Day Parade 

Greenbush Award Honoree  

Dan Yates 

Check out the 

American 

Legionôs new 

website: 

www.legion.org. 



     If there is a need, do not 

be surprised to see the 

Melvin Roads Riders in a 

response mode.  Take the 
case of  Brayden Ellis.  Bray-

den is a  very young boy  

who suffers from Optic 

Nerve Hypoplasia, a form of 

blindness.  His father is now 

deployed in Iraq.  In an effort 

to be of some help to the 

family, 15 members of the 

Riders attended a recent din-

ner for the benefit of Bray-

den.  ALR collected $851.00 
donated from the Riders 

themselves, our County Aux-

iliary and Melvin Roads Aux-

iliary. With the help of Rider 

Walter Fonda, an additional 
$100.00 was raised.  The 

funds were presented to the 

grandfather of Brayden at the 

dinner held in Hudson Falls. 

 

     In Other Rider News...30 

bikers of the ALR partici-

pated in the Veteransô Day 

Parade in Albany.  ALR has 

been providing an escort for 

the Patriot Flights departures 
and Funerals for our Fallen 

Heroes.  ALR was active in 

participating in a ride to 

help a severely wounded 

soldier, Sgt. Eddie Ryan.  
Our ALR offered a dona-

tion of $500.00.    

     Riders, are asked to 

make an effort to attend the 

Mid Winter Conference be-

ing held at the Desmond 

January 22-24; The ALR 

meeting will be January 23rd  

at 7:00pm.  All members of 

Melvin Roads are invited to  

stop in our hospitality room 
and say ñHi.ò  

East Greenbush Cemetery.  Pri-

vate Roads died at the age of 19 

years as World War I was wind-

ing down. 

     Conor OôBrien, President of 

the National Honor Society of-

fered a word of welcome.  He 

was followed by the singing of 

the National Anthem by Alexa 

Dame.  Other student leaders 

also participated.  Responding to 

     In an annual tribute to the 

Veterans of our Country and 

Community, the Interact Club of 

Columbia High School offered 

thanks to members of the Melvin 

Roads Post 1231 American Le-

gion.  Held every November 

10th, in words and song, several 

students offered presentations as 

all gathered at the grave of 

Melvin Roads, located in the 

the students were School Re-

source Officer Joe DeSeve, 

Town Supervisor Rick McCabe 

and Assôt Superintendent Mich-

ele Bowman.  Brother Robert 

Francis offered prayer and Adju-

tant Ed Pratt thanked the stu-

dents.  Corsages were presented 

to the Veterans by the students 

present.  Members of the EG 

Police Dept also participated. 

Legion Riders bring hope to family 

Veterans Day with Columbiaõs Interact Club 

Remembering those who serveé. 

Robert Brockley, Vincent 

Catalfamo, Seth Teator, 

George Corbari, Joshua Getz, 

George Lovely III, Patricia 

Bordeau, Adam Kraus, 

Shawn Hennessy, Alicia 

Howard, Glen Stagnitta, Ja-

son Overocker, John 

Clements, Stacy Kucheni, 

Jeremy Kischak, Daniel 

Christian, Christopher 

Whalen, Scott J. Collins, 

Glenn Robinson and David 

Crounse.  

 

And servedé. 

Guy Ladouceur 

May he rest in Peace. 

     In each bi-monthly news-

letter  we are proud to publish 

the names of those who are 

currently serving in the mili-

tary of the United States.  If 

you know of anyone else or if 

you know what follows is 

incorrect, please let us know 

by emailing a note to melvin-

roads@nycap.rr.com: 
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Members and their Guests 

gathered once again for a 

great Christmas Party 

Members of the Interact Club of  

Columbia High School honor  

Veterans at ceremonies 

 November 10, 2009. 

POW/MIA 

***********  

You Are  

Not Forgotten 



200 Columbia Turnpike 

Clinton Heights 

Rensselaer, New York 12144 

Phone: 518 462-7006  

Fax: 518 462-5250  

E-mail: melvinroads@nycap.rr.com 

 

American Legion Post 1231 

¶ Melvin Roads Post is honored to host the 

New York State Department Officersô 

Annual Visitation to Rensselaer County, 

being held on January 21st, 2010. 

¶ Melvin Roads recently made a holiday 

donation to CoNSERNS-U. 

¶ The Rensselaer County Legislature re-

cently adopted Resolution P/497/09 hon-

oring the Melvin Roads American Le-

gion Baseball Team for their Champion-

ship Season.  A copy was sent to each 

member of the team. 

¶ Veterans Wendell Stone and Pat Valle 

were welcomed as members of Post 1231 

at the December meeting.  There have 

been 17 new members over the past two 

years. 

¶ On Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day, a 

new 35 foot flag pole, donated by the 

Post was dedicated in ceremonies at the 

Greenbush Cemetery.  Bobby Reno was 

the MC of the event as members of the 

Post raised the Stars and Stripes for the 

first time.  

¶ The flag displayed at the ceremonies was 

one presented to the Post by Cmdr David 

Crounse.  This flag was flown on the 

USS Nimitz while on duty in the Port of 

Bahrain.  David is the son of David and 

Nadine Crounse of Schodack.  

¶ Our December 12th Christmas Party saw 

several winners of door prizes: Kevin 

Harrington, Kim Martin, Bill Benedict, 

Joe Faranda, William Daniels and Ruth 

Leeson. 

¶ Members are reminded to send in their 

2010 dues. 

¶ Watch for a Stand Down here at Melvin 

Roads in the Spring. 

Newsnotesé.. 

Army, Navy Air Force, Marines  

Coast Guard, Merchant Marines 

American Legion Post 1231 

200 Columbia Turnpike 

Clinton Heights 

Look! Weõre on the web! 

WWW.melvinroads1231.org 


