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Coming in April
and May 2009

1 April 3rd Fish Fry
Friday 68 PM

1 April 10th Good
Friday Meal 68PM

1 April 12th Easter

1 April 15th Income
Tax Deadline

1 April 16th Visitation
By National Com-
mander, Saratoga
Springs, NY

1 May 12th Election
of Officers for 0910

1 May23rdEG Me-
morial Day Parade
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Commander 0s
Message

Dear Legionnaire:

I &6m maki
tion to our monthly newsletter
short as | have a most serious
message for all on page 3.
Please take that message to
heart and do a little self exami-
nation. Not a bad thought for
those of us who observe Lent!

There are many activities
coming up and we hope to see
you at them. Elections for Post
Officers is to be held in May so
please plan on attending the
monthly meetings.

Ed Levesque

Commander

ng th

Memorial Day 2009

Memorial Day is a solemn
day of remembrance com-
memorating the U. S. men and
women who died while in mili-
tary service to their country.
First enacted to honor Union
soldiers of the Civil War, it
was expanded after WWI to
include Americans of any war
or military action.

Each year we mark this oc-
casion with a parade on Routes
9 & 20, Columbia Turnpike.
While Memorial Day is
iObservedod on
25th, the annual East Green-
bush Memorial Day Parade
will be held on the Saturday of
that weekend, May 23rd.
Melvin Roads will be march-
ing, of course, and hosting the
gathering following. We invite
all legionnaires to join in on
this day. Watch for further
details in the printed media.

Sy Fischer Passes

One of the great names found in
the Annals of Melvin Roads Post
1231 is Seymour (Sy) Fischer. Sy
was called from this life on March
1st, 2009. A life member of the
Melvin Roads American Legion
Post, he was Commander from
1976 to 1977. Among his count-
less accomplishments for the Le-

gion, he started the game of Bingo
at Post 1231 and was Bingo chair
for over 30 years! He is just as
well know as the Coach of the
Melvin Roads American Legion
Baseball Team
this writers coach for MR in the
mid 606s!

Sy leaves behind his daughter,

Memorial Day
May 30th, 2009
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It is estimated that there are
88,000 military personnel
Missing In Action from
World War II to the Present.
This Memorial Day may
these valiant service mem-
bers be in our thoughts and
prayers.

Sandra and his sons, Thomas,
Robert, James, Gary and William
not to mention his extensive Le-
gion family.

A respectable wake detail was

“held on March 4th by Melvin

Roads Members at the Rockefeller
Funeral Home.




Colonial Williamsburg in celebration of
Memorial Day.

Check out the new dart
boards in the Lounge!
Our thanks to Bob
Doherty and George
Basher for their help
in getting these up.

Therebs a

Obi tuar.i

January thru March

Jacques Bekaert

January 23, 2009
Sy Fischer

March 1st, 2009

OThe souls of the just are in the

Hands of God, no torment shall
touch them. 6
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Federal Stimulus Package funds Veterans

The National Office of the
American Legion
(www.legion.org) has re-
leased a memo noting that
AThe
ery billée i
provisions to improve the
quality of life for our troops
and veterans.
points highlighted in the re-
lease improvements touch
upon renovating and making
more energy-efficient DoD

Sons, Riders

The Sons recently held two
raffles in celebration of NAS-
CAR racing. In the first, prizes
were awarded to Jeff Haber, Jr.,
Dale Ennis and Tim and Karen
Tordoff. In the second, prizes
were awarded to Scott Minshell,
Kelli MacFarland and Loe Wil-

liamsy/  t o0 o !

The Legion Riders are holding
a benefit concert at the Troy

On Act i

We honor those members of
our Post, family members and
community neighbors who are
on active duty. We ask for your
support and prayers for our ser-
vice men and women:

Paul Bednarczyk, Robert Brock-
ley, Scott J. Collins, Michael

recent e
nec

facilities, improving the hos-
pitals for troops, providing
assistance to military home-
owners, improving troop and
family housing, expanding
child care for military fami-
lies, establishing warrior-
transition complexes and the
construction of needed facili-
ties for the National Guard.

Those provisions that ad-
dress the quality of life for
veterans include providing

and Auxiliary...

Music Hall on Sunday March 29th
at 2:00pm. Featured will be the
famous Yankee Doodle Band.
Tickets are only $12 and may be
purchased from any Riders mem-
ber or in the Post Lounge or by
calling the Troy Music Hall. Pro-
ceeds will be split between the
American Legion Riders Legacy
Fund and the Melvin Roads
American Legion Riders HERO
Fund.

vV e

Verelli, Mark J. Mann, Vincent
Catalfamo, Arnold Cirilli, Jef-
frey Matarese, Dawn Denton,
Adam Kraus, Shawn Hennessy,
Alicia Howard, Glen Stagnitta,
Jason Overocker, John
Clements, Stacey L. Kupcheni,
Jeremy J. Kischak, Daniel E.

businesses tax credits for
hiring unemployed veterans,
improving hospitals for veter-
ans, increasing the number of

- VA claims processors, im-

proving automation of VA
benefit processing and the
construction of extended care
facilities for veterans.

You may go online (note
web site above) and read fur-
ther details of these identified
funding benefits.

The Ladies Auxiliary is
conducting its annual poppy
drive. Inspired by the poem
written by Canadian military
physician Lt. Col. John McCrae
know as Aln
the poppies act as a visual re-
minder of those who have sacri-
ficed their lives for our country.
There is a mailing coming to you
from the Auxiliary with your

poppy!

Dutye.

Christian, Glenn Robinson.

If you are aware of someone
else who should be listed here,
or you have a correction to this
list, please send an email to:
melvinroads@nycap.rr.com.
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Commander ds Letter

Dear Legionnaire:

I write this letter with a seriousness of purpose. This month we celebrate the
90th Anniversary of the American Legion. Since its inception in March 1919 legion
posts across the country have been making a difference in their respective communi-
ties. Of late, however, the numbers of those active in our posts and Melvin Roads
1231 specifically has been seriously declining. There is no short of dues-paying
members but we are coming scarcely close to having to make major decisions about
the future of our programs for lack of member support. We lack active participation

at our meetings and in support of our programs. Battleship
USS Wisconsin B4
Believe it or not, two of the last three Melvin Roads Post meetings did not docked at
have a quorum! That means less than 15 members have been in attendance! Con- Norfolk, Virginia
sequently, many of our programs are falling short. For example, we are in need of a
chairpersonf or Boysd State and t Andmnadiate nead Oratorical Prog

is workers at our Monday night Bingo. Bingo is the bread and butter of our pro-
gramming on behalf of our community but Bingo is in danger of being closed down,
not by outside forces bby the lack of member participatioand help The numbers
of attendees at Monday night Bingo continues to be very good; better than 140 players
each week. Attendance is not the problemd WE ARE! We have been so short of

The American Legion

workers that those legionnaires who have been faithful week after week are getting ha§ never forgotten, nor
worn out and ready to quite! The average age of a Bingo worker is close to 80! If we will it ever forget, our
discontinue Bingo it means the end of Melvin Roads Post Baseball! (Recall that our nationds
Melvin Roads Team won the New York State Championship in 2007!) If we discon- POW/ MI Ad s :
tinue Bingo, it means we will not be able to support Boys State or Boy Scouts, or any we are committed to

of the other significant programs we offer or make donations toward. | cannot reiter-

. . . . . continue to elevate
ate enough how serious this matter We need Bingo workers, short and simple.

public awareness to this

This letter calls for a self examinati o' Ask vy
played in Post programs and functions; have | participated at all or has my activity
sl ackened off?0 I f each one of us took time out of
bingo and attend our monthly meetings, we would be in a much better position to
move forward with the ideals of the American Legion.
wor k! o We are the |l argest Post in Rensselaer Count)
(and we canét get a quorum at a Post meeting?!) Yol
teemed title of AVeterano. We need to continue to

hand at our Post programs and activities.

Our monthly meetings are held the second Tuesday of the month downstairs
at the Post beginning at 7:30pm. Please mark your calendar now and show up! And
especially donét be afraid to walk 1in ‘ay ni
have a job for you and you will make a difference! For the good of the Legion, | am
Ed Levesque ltos a Grand C
Commander Flag!
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| Melvin Roads Post 1231 American Legion

200 Columbia Turnpike
Clinton Heights
Rensselaer, New York 12144

Phone: 518 462 7006
Fax: 518 462 5250
E-mail: melvinroads@nycap.rr.com

A

Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines,
Coast Guard, Merchant Marines

Look! Wedre on
Www.Melvinroads1231.org

New GI B i

The American Legion has launched a
new web site to help veterans and their
families understand the Post 9/11 Gl Bill
which takes effect August 1, 2009.

The sited www.mygibill.org includes
clear explanations of the different GI Bill
benefits, news alerts and updates, fre-
quently asked questions, state-by-state
benefits and online application opportuni-
ties. The site also includes information
about The Ameri can
and ongoing role in the evolution of the

veteranso educat i oroopenief iltesgi o nlnhaei rs

will continue to evolve with new features
and updated materials every week.

the Web at

| é Pa
Patriot Flights Inc. is a group of vol- triot Flight Inc., 740 Hoosick Road, Box

unteers that fly World War Il veterans (at 4260, Troy, NY 12180. Additional infor-

no cost to them) and their guardians to mation can be found at their web site:

Washington DC to see their World War Www.patriotflightinc.com.
Il Monument. Last year three veterans
from Melvin Roads had the privilege to
take one of these flights, Wray Tibbetts,
Ruth Leeson and Virginia Colby.

There are four flights scheduled for
this year; April, May, September and
October. The cost is about $300 per per-
son. While the veteran flies at no cost,
their guardian or escort pay their own
Wi 5 . A~ . .

b OMeRis Rofhs postaBal T ©
contributed $2,000 to Patriot Flights in

programs made these donations possible.
Personal donations are gratefully ac-

cepted by sending a contribution to Pa- American Legion Post 1231

200 Columbia Turnpike
Clinton Heights, New York



