
on this September 11th at 7:00pm 

in our Hall.   

     Thatôs it for now.  Stay safe and 

happy! 

 

Commander Bob Doherty 

Dear Legionnaires: 

     I hope everyoneôs summer was 

a good one!  I want to thank every-

one, members and non-members 

alike who are still contributing to 

the everyday operations of the 

Post: be it helping out at functions, 

holding an office or just sitting at 

the lounge spending hard earned 

money and enjoying what it has to 

offer.  For the record, the Post is in 

dire need of people who are will-

ing to work on functions which are 

being held at the Post, not to men-

tion that Iôm looking for someone 

to chair the Children and Youth 

Committee and also someone to be 

the Historian.  Help is very much 

needed at Bingos (Many hands 

make light the work!).  All you 

sports enthusiasts please remember 

that Bingo is the sole 

support of our American 

Legion Baseball Team, 

who this past season won 

their division then went 

on to be the Number One 

team in the State of New 

York (see below).  In 

regionals they won their 

first game but went on to 

loss their next two.  

Their winning trophies 

were presented to the Post.  

Bingo is the only way we 

are able to continue this support.  

Help us to help them!  Anyone 

willing to lend a hand please call 

our Bingo Chair, Dan Yates at 378

-7956 or just show up on Monday 

night about 6:00pm.  Thank you.  

Just a reminder of the 9/11 Re-

membrance Ceremony to be held 

Melvin Roads Post 1231 

Commander Bob Doherty encourages renewed spirit! 

Melvin Roads Baseball Team NY State Champs! 

     With smiles, Coaches Joe Pe-

luso and Curtis Nobles told the 

Post membership, ñThe trophyôs 

and plaques won by the 2009 

Melvin Roadsô Baseball Team are 

so many, youôll need a new display 

case!ò  They are quite correct.  

After being crowned the New 

York State Baseball Champions 

for 2009, our Melvin Roads Team 

went on to compete in this yearôs 

national regional tournament play-

offs.  They won their first game 

but became victims of a double 

elimination to end their season. 

     Besides the State Tournament 

trophy, the team also picked up 

awards for coming in first place in 

the 2009 Broome County Ameri-

can Legion Baseball Hall of Fame 

Game.  They were awarded first 

place in the 2009 Adrean Post 625 

Blue and Gold Tournament and 

received the District 3 Champions 

plaque.  They are all on display at 

the Lounge including the 2009 

William Salsbury Memorial Tro-

phy awarded for the 19 and under 

American Legion State Champs. 

American Legion Post 1231 
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Special points of 

interest:  

¶ September 7th 

Labor Day 

¶ September 11th 

Patriotõs Day 

7:00pm Ceremony 

¶ September 26th 

Third District Fall 

Meeting 

¶ October 12th Co-

lumbus Day 

¶ October 18th Pan-

cake Breakfast 

¶ October 31st  Hal-

loween 
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     For the week of June 27th 

through July 3rd, Jeffrey Knox, 

Sean Kelton, Alexander Galla-

gher and Mike Wallace attended 

Boysô State at Morrisville Col-

lege.  All four are incoming 

Seniors at Columbia High 

School.  Jeff and Sean were 

sponsored by Melvin Roads, 

Alex by Gerald OôNeil and Mike 

was a delegate-at-large. 

     In looking back at the experi-

ence, Jeff said he was grateful 

for the opportunity to meet so 

many of his peers from across 

New York State.  1,200 young 

men attended this yearôs pro-

gram.   

     In an attempt to teach the ins 

and outs of the political system, 

Jeff explained that all partici-

pants were divided up into 

ñcitiesò and ñcountiesò named 

after deceased legionnaires.  He 

was elected to a seat on the 

ñPurcellò City Council which 

was part of ñKogutek County.ò  

As the week progressed, Jeff was 

elected as a Boysô State Senator.  

The week reinforced his interest 

in the political system.   

     Asked if there was one thing 

that stood out from all the activi-

ties, Jeff laughed and said, ñYes, 

Corporal Decker!ò  The US Ma-

rine Corps take responsibility for 

each group of students.  The 

Marine Instructors taught the 

basics of marching, formations, 

PT which all led to a spirit of 

team discipline.  He said while 

there was more of (contôd pg 3) 

Owen F. Burns, Sr.  

 July 4, 2009 

Warren Cushine 

 July 11, 2009 

 

ñThe souls of the just are 

in the hands of God, no 

torment shall touch 

themé.ò 

Lyle K. Anderson 

 May 30, 2009 

John Obermayer 

      August 8,  2009 

Gertrude M. Rogers 

     August 17, 2009 

ñMay they rest in peace.ò 

Congrats to Melvin Roadõs Boysõ State Delegates  

Necrologyé. 

New Officers Accept Office/Awards Presented 

Dan Yates, Service Officer and 

Tony Rossello, Sr., Compliance 

Officer. 

     Certificates of Continuous Ser-

vice were awarded to the follow-

ing: for 65 years, Joseph Lamb, Jr., 

Ernest J. Chiovini, George L. 

Corson, Harold M. Dusenbery, 

Alfred C. Memole and Rober C. 

Palmer.  For 60 years, David P. 

Cook and Ruth Leeson.  For 40 

years, Howard W. Adams, Jr., 

Robert W. Doherty, John R. 

Johnas, Edward T. Ryan and 

Robert W. Slauson.  For 25 

years, Francis W. Blair, Wendell 

E. Brunner, Richard R. Fonda, 

Ray Frankowski, Charles L. 

Hayes, Frederick Meisner, Her-

bert R. Mills, Sr., Kenneth H. 

Near, Robert E. Pitcher and John 

W. Pulver.  Congratulations to 

all! 

     At the Annual Installation 

and Awards Dinner the follow-

ing members were sworn into 

office: Commander, Bob Do-

herty; 1st Vice, Dan Yates; 2nd 

Vice, Michelle LaRock; 3rd 

Vice, Ruth Leeson; Treasurer, 

George Basher.  Ed Pratt contin-

ues in the role of Adjutant, 

Brother Robert Francis, Chap-

lain, Len Bohley, Sgt-at-Arms, 
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New Board of Director and 

Post Treasurer, George 

Basher, 2nd Vice Com-

mander, Michelle LaRock, 

1st Vice Commander Dan 

Yates, Sgt-at-Arms Leonard 

Bohley enjoy installation 

dinner gathering June 6th 

Members of 2009 Melvin Roads 

American Legion Baseball Team 

with Utica Tournament Trophy 

POW/MIA National 

Recognition Day 

September 18th 

We Will Never Forget! 



     Recently, our Melvin Roads 

Legion Riders participated in a 

ride on behalf of Sgt. Eddie 

Ryan USMC who lost all use of 

his limbs due to a devastating 

injury during a combat mission 

in Iraq in 2005.  Our Riders also 

made a generous donation to the 

Ryan family to assist in his re-

hab.  Further, Francine Kroll 

participated in the Legacy Run 

held just before and culminating 

at the August 23rd National 

Convention in Louisville.  Over 

300 motorcycles participated in 

this event which hopes to raise 

$400,000 for the scholarship 

fund on behalf of the children of 

U.S. military personnel killed on 

active duty since 9/11. 

     The Rensselaer County Sons 

of the American Legion have 

announced their meeting dates 

for 2009-2010: September 1st, at 

OôNeil, November 10th at Wal-

dron, January 25th at North 

Greenbush, March 9th at Melvin 

Roads and May 4th at OôNeil.  

All scheduled meetings begin at 

7:00pm with the exception of the 

November meeting which will 

begin at 7:30pm.   

     Our Ladies Auxiliary which 

meets the first Tuesday of the 

month at 7:00pm continues to 

collect items for those on active 

duty in Iraq and Afghanistan.  A 

list of suggested items needed is 

posted in the Lounge. 

You didnôt need to study any 

subject matter, but drew your 

answers from your lived experi-

ence and sense of fair play and 

justice.  He ñpassed the barò and 

was named a Boysô State lawyer.      

This brought to light a humorous 

but poignant moment.  A ques-

tionnaire was circulated among 

A military presence than he ex-

pected, he said the week drew 

out those who had a special 

ñcharisma and initiative and an 

eagerness to be involved.ò  

Many ñnatural leadersò surfaced 

during the time together.   

      One interesting point Jeff 

made was the fact that he was 

invited to take a ñbar exam.ò 

the students asking 

among others, ñHow 

would you rank Alexan-

der Hamilton as a Presi-

dent of the United 

States.ò  Jeff knew how 

to answer that but he said 

he was surprised how 

many guys didnôt know 

that Hamilton was never 

a President of the USA! 

Riders, SONS, Auxiliary Newsé. 

Boysõ State Delegates (contõd from Pg 2) 

Those who serve... 

this time.  If you know of 

anyone else or if you know 

what follows is incorrect, 

please let us know; you 

may use our web site 

(address on page 4): 

Robert Brockley, Vincent 

Catalfamo, Jeffrey Matarese, 

Arnold Cirilli, Seth Teator, 

George Corbari, Adam 

Kraus, Shawn Hennessy, 

Alicia Howard, Glen Stag-

nitta, Jason Overocker, John 

Clements, Stacy Kupcheni, 

Jeremy Kischak, Daniel 

Christian, Christopher 

Whalen, Scott J. Collins and 

Glenn Robinson. 

 In our newsletter 

and posted in the lounge 

have been the names of 

members, family members 

and those in our commu-

nity who are serving our 

country in uniform.  To 

our knowledge the follow-

ing are on active duty at 
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Welcome to Sunny Saigon!   

Anyone remember? 

(photo taken 1966) 

Rensselaer County Boysõ State Repre-

sentatives July 27 2009 

Thanks to the efforts of 

SON Dom Indelicato,  

the Town of East 

Greenbush now 

features a link to our 

Melvin Roads Website! 



200 Columbia Turnpike 

Clinton Heights 

Rensselaer, New York 12144 

Phone: 518 462 7006 

Fax: 518 462 5250 

E-mail: melvinroads@nycap.rr.com 

 

American Legion Post 1231 

vention in July this newsletter was 

awarded a prize in the category of 

best newsletter. 

¶ Have you seen the outfield fence 

sign donated by Melvin Roads Post 

in support  of the Miracle League?  

The Playing Field is located off 

Route 151 near the intersection of  

Miller Road. 

¶ A Veteranôs Stand Down has been 

announced for all homeless vets or 

those at risk of being homeless.  The 

date is October 3rd from 8am to 1pm 

and it is being held at the Elks Lodge 

in Latham (11 Elk Lane).  For fur-

ther information call 270-2760. 

¶ Secretary of Veterans Affairs Eric K. 

¶ Third District Commander Kenneth 

F. Governor has announced that the 

Fall meeting of the district will be 

held on September 26th at the Le-

gion Post 1489, 111 Main Street, 

Wynantskill with Registration begin-

ning at 9:00am.  

¶  Have you checked out our web site?  

You can find it at 

www.melvinroads1231.org.  We 

thank Kevin Harrington for his con-

tinuing assistance in updating this 

site! 

¶ Our bi-monthly newsletter has been 

found worthy of an award by the 

New York State American Legion 

Press Association.  At the State Con-

Shinseki has announced a plan to 

expand health care at the Samuel S. 

Stratton Medical Center (VA) Al-

bany.  2.4 acres of land will be 

leased to a private-sector medical 

facility in exchange for construction 

of a 30,000 square-foot building on 

the Albany campus.  The new build-

ing, to be used by the VA for admin-

istrative functions and training, will 

free up space for Veteransô clinical 

services elsewhere on campus.  The 

VA-affiliated Albany Medical Cen-

ter will use the leased federal land to 

build a needed parking garage to 

serve the larger community with a 

potential for retail use in some of the 

space.   

News Shortsé. 

Army, Navy Air Force, Marines  

Coast Guard, Merchant Marines 

Look! Weõre on the web! 

WWW.melvinroads1231.org 


